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FANCY A
COMPASS
WILL POINT
YOU IN THE
RIGHT
DIRECTION...
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AS THE WEATHER STARTS TO CHANGE AND THE
nights draw in, now might be the time to start planning your next
holiday. Instead of just sitting on the beach with a book, why not
combine your love of bikes with a love of travel?

Just to put you in the mood, and point you in the right direction,
an Australian company with years of adventure travel experience
could be the answer to all your needs. Compass Expeditions pro-
vide a ‘one stop shop’ that does all the hard work for you and leaves
you time to enjoy your break totally hassle free.

If you are like me, once you start travelling it is hard to stop. It
is like reading the first chapter of a good book: you just have to fin-
ish it. But there is no last chapter or page when you are travelling.
It is infinite; the only controlling factors being time and money.

However, travel can be good or bad depending on your point of
view. If you just want to reach a destination, then it is probably the
latter. However, as most touring/adventure riders will tell you,
travel by motorcycle is all part of the experience. You are accessi-
ble to locals - who are more inclined to greet you and help you in
many ways - and you get to experience the smells and atmosphere
that makes each location unique.

As you gradually work your way further afield, you become
hooked to the point you probably just want to sell everything, pack
your bike up and just go touring the world for a few years. Nice
thought, but for the vast majority of us there are restraints like
families, businesses etc that make the idea just an idle dream.

But that doesn’t stop you looking for destinations to put on your
‘must do before I die’ list. If you have one, then take a look at the
Compass Expeditions list of tours - you will probably find quite a
few similarities with your own. I signed up for the ‘Highlights of
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Peru’ trip - which takes nearly three weeks - because unlike other
operators they do not include travel time, so you have fourteen
days riding time. There are extra days ‘free time’ either side too,
forming part of the overall experience.

ONTOUR

Before departing, a comprehensive briefing pack arrived, including
a useful potted history of South America, which set the tone for a
well-organised tour that left nothing to chance. When I arrived at
our starting point in La Paz, Bolivia, there was even a cab waiting
to take me straight to my overnight hotel!

The following morning, tour leader Brendan introduced himself
and gave me a rundown on what was to follow, including the need
to acclimatise to the altitude. A gentle tour of the city had been
arranged to help me unwind and get to grips with the culture and
atmosphere.

Early evening saw all my fellow tour participants meet up in the
hotel for a comprehensive briefing and some inevitable paperwork,
before we headed out to an excellent restaurant to get to know each
other. After a reasonable breakfast the following morning, we
caught a cab to the BMW GS 650 F bikes garaged on the outskirts
of town and again went through a thorough briefing and a short
familiarisation ride to ensure we were all happy.

Originally we should have headed out and towards the border
with Peru and continued onto Puno on the banks of Lake Titicaca,
but Brendan had heard that the political situation in Peru was a
little volatile and re-routed us to Copacabana on the Bolivian side
of the lake. This rescheduling meant we would not be able to take
in the Floating Uros Reed Islands, so instead we had a pleasant
two hour cruise on the lake to the Isla Del Sol (Island of the Sun)
and a chance to start learning about the Inca civilisation that would
be central to our travels.

A stop for lunch in the middle of nowhere had us seratching our
heads until Leo, our back-up driver, pulled up with tables and fresh
food. This was to be the standard for most days and it must be said
hungry was never to be a word uttered on the tour - morning, noon
or night!

An early start was called for the next day in order to clear the
border crossing into Peru. An amazingly quick three hours had us
on our way to Cusco, the original capital of the Inca civilisation,
with a free day afterward to explore while the bikes were checked
over - something that happened every day.

The next day it was back on the bikes for a ride out through the
Sacred Valley to Ollantaytambo and yet another amazing Inca ruin
set into the side of a mountain. We then left the bikes and boarded
the train to Aguas Calientes at the base of Machu Picchu.

After a short night’s sleep, we rose at 4am to queue for the bus
that was to take us up to Machu Picchu and a chance to climb the
mountain Waynapichu, which dominates all our pictures. Just like
the Grand Canyon, until you stand at the location you cannot com-
prehend its size, no matter how many pictures you have looked at.

After an energetic morning it was back on the train after lunch
to pick the bikes up and ride back to Cusco and another free day.

An early start to the following day saw us head back on hard

packed gravel roads to Chivay, regarded as the gateway to the Colca
Canyon, the world’s second deepest canyon. The next day saw us
up early to ride up the canyon and watch the massive Condors soar
on thermals. From there it was just case of winding our way down
to Arequipa the second largest city in Peru on some excellent roads,
gradually descending from the altitudes we had become used to.
This led to another free day to explore, before heading off to the
coast for the last leg of the tour.

Precariously hugging the Peruvian coastline, continually twist-
ing and turning as well as climbing and dropping, it lead us to the
overnight stop at Puerto Inca, a small resort directly on the coast.

WRAPPING UP
The last day saw us head further up the coast, dodging sand drifts
and heavy winds towards Nazca - our final destination. After lunch,
a flight over the famous Nazca Lines seemed a fitting end to the
trip and a last look at some of the totally unique history of Peru, be-
fore heading to Lima the following day and starting the trip home.
Fourteen days excellent riding on bikes that had performed
faultlessly and a camera full of excellent memories that should
keep dinner tables entertained for the next few years, all thanks to
some excellent work by Compass Expeditions! «
“B www.compassexpeditions.com
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